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IN THE SPECIFICATION 

The following paragraph will replace all previous versions in the specification. 

Title - Method and Apparatus For Size-Dependent Sampling For Managing A Data 
Network 

Abstract 

The present invention provides a method and apparatus for sampling data flows in a 
data network in order to estimate a total data volume in the network. Sampling the data 
flows in the data network reduces the network resources that must be expended by the 
network to support the associated activity. The present invention enables the service 
provider of the data network to control sampled volumes in relation to the desired 
accuracy. The control can be either static or can be dynamic for cases in which the 
data volumes are changing as a function of time. 


Page 2 

PAGE 6/21 * RCVD AT 11/1/2005 11:49:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 1 DNIS:2738300* CSID732 530 9808* DURATION (mm-ss):05-06 


